Sermon on the Lord's Prayer, by Rev. Theodore Pitcairn, November 24th 1946
"Our Father who art in the Heavens, hallowed be Thy Name.® (Matt. 6:9.)

While we preached a series of sermons on the Lord's Prayer some years
ago, the most essential things of worship are of such great importance that it
is good to reconsider them from time to time; we will therefore again take
the Lord's Prayer as a text for this and the following sermons.

Swedenborg once saw the Lord's Prayer represented as a pyramid
commencing from the highest point and descending to its base. In the Greck
the Prayer commonces with the word #T477P ® #pgther.,® Father roprosents
the Lord as the Divino Love, thus ths Lord as the sourco of all things., It is
the Lord's Divino Love which rulos in all things of the Prayore. It spozks of
Our Fathor who art in the hoavonse Tho Lord is prosont in the Heavens as
Divine Love in Human form; or what is the same, He has His dwelling place in
the inmost reception of the human mind, that is, in the celestial degree, whence
comas the Doctrine which is tho Name of the Lord, and which is spiritual from
a colestial origin. The second phrase of the Lord's Prayor is therofore,
“"Hallowed be Thy Namo."

The Praycr eommoncss with ®Our Fathor® of "Fathor of use" Calling the
Lord "Our Fathor" oxpresses a dosiroc to be His childron. Tho Lord in a scnse is
the Fathor of all, both the good and tho ovil, but with thc ovil the Lerd abovo
tho Hoavons is their Fathor; whors therc is no recoption of tho Lord's Divino
Love, He is not their "Fethar in thc Hoavens.® It is only by regeneration that
men become the children of Their Father in the Heavens.

To desire to be truly the children of the Lord, implies a desire not to
be led by oneself, but by the Lord; it implies an acknowledgment that one has
neither the strength nor the wisdom to lead oneself; it also implios a total
trust that the Lord provides everything necessary with infinite Love and Wisdom
and that man can provide nothing. It implies that man willingly and with lovo
accopts all things whother they bo obvious blessings, or punishmonts and
tomptations, as boing in thelMorey of tho Lord, and necassary for the salvation

. of the mane Tho ovil as woll as tho good are willing to ascribe thoir obvious

blossings to God; but only tho good aro willing to percoive end love their
trials, their punishments, their sorrows, the - apparent rejection of their
prayers, as being of the Mercy of the Lord for the sake of their salvation; not
that such things are from the Lord, but they aro in tho Morey of tho Lord for
the sako of tho salvation of mane :

In the other world meny from tho Christian world commonce by worshipping
tho Lord, but when they come into trials, when their prayers are not answered,
when the Lord appears to shame them, they first resent the things of the Lord,
and afterwards hate the Lorde A man or woman of the Church will not consciously
tc himself hate the Lorde Yet he may hate the things of the Lord in another;
particularly will he hate tho trus things of justice in so far as they shamo him,
and doprive him of what ho considers his due, his honor, and his just roward.

In so far as one hates these true things of justice in another, so far in the
other life he comes into open hatred of the Lord.

A young man or woman has ambitions, aspirations; they set for themselves
ends which they seek to attain; they plan for the future; and indeed this is
in a sense nocessary, for as yot thoy have not acquired a character which would
onable them to do thoir duty in a rogular and ordorly way from day to day,
trusting in tho Lord, and living in the prosont. What is romarkablo is that in
so far as ono does not trust in himsolf, but trusts in the Divino Providonce,
in so far as ho roalizos ho cannot sat a definite ond or goal to bo obtained,
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not knowing ths futuro, nor what is gonuincly good for him, so far he comos into

a clearer perception of future things, and the orderly means of preparing for
them. This is a paradox that those who set for themselves a definite goal

canno® understande The worldly wise would see in such an attitude & childishness
instead of seeing in it the wisdom of desiring to be the children of the Lord.

In order to see the true more clearly it is often necessary to compars it
with the opposito false, Compars thersfore the twoe foullowing vorses: "Our Father
who art in tho Hoavens,” (Matt. 6:9.) and tho words of the Jows, "Abraham is
our fathor." (John 8:39.) Abraham ropresonts the Lord as the Divino Lovo;
wheroforo to say ®our Fathor who art in tho Heavons,” or tc say, "Abraham is
our Fethor," appoars to bo saying tho samc thinge Tho gocd say, "Our Father
who art in ths Heavons," the ovil say, "Abraham is our fathor." Man from
himself can not distinguish between these two. The man who says, Abraham is our
father, is in the greatest assurance that he is saying, "Our Father who art in
the Heavens®™ ; while the man who says, "Our Father who art in the Heavens,"™ fears
lest he may havo said, "Abraham is our father.” But what is the differenceo
between these two oxpressions?

WOur Father who art in the Heavens" is a prayer that we may be rogonorated
and thus bocome tho Lord's childron; a prayer out of tho doopest humility.

"Abraham is our fathor" is nothing but an oxpression of pride; it is tho
conceit of solf as boing ono of tho choson poople, bocouso wo know the Lord, have
tho Word, and aro in tho Truec Doctrine of thec Church. It is a despisal of othors
in comperison with ourssclvos; a despisml of 211 who do not have tho Word and
Doctrine thoncoe.

Horo wo are feced with o peradoxe Tho Word tozchos that tho Christien
Churchos arc decd with no hope of rovival, thet ovils and falsitios heve tzkon
possossion of thome Tho Doctrinc of the Church teaches similar things about tho
orgenizetions of tho so called Now Churche Morely nsturczl good, cnd so-cnllod
cherity, robsl egrinst this toaching of the Word and of tho Doctrinec, =ns for
oxamplo in the proveiling ettituds of the Convontion. The teaching of the Word
and of Doctrine in regard to the states of the Church must not be weakened. On
the other hand we must be deeply impressed with the fact that we inherit the
inclination to despise others in comparison with ourselves, and that the teaching
of the Word and of Doctrine can readily be perverted by this natural inclination,
and that if we fall into this evil of dospising others in comparison with oursclves
we becoma far worse than tho donominaticons of the 0ld Christian Church, and far
worso than the other bodies of the so eallod Now Church which we despise. If
we reflect deeply on this subject we are brought into a state of despair as to
the possibility of being liberated from one or the other of these opposite evils,
namely, the evil of not believing the teaching of ths Word and the Doctrine
concerning the state of past Churches, or of the evil of despising others in
comparison with ourselves; and this until we realize that it is only of the
Mercy of the Lord that we can be preserved from one or other of these evilse
There is however a teaching of the Word that is of assistance in this tomptation;
namely the teaching concorning the goentilos and the tomching concorning the simploe
We can corc tc realize that there are many of the gentiles and of the simple who
in the other world will be far wiser than wes that while the Word and the Boctrine
is preserved with us for certain uses, with us, to a degree, these uses arc as
yet largoly reprosontative; and that theso uses are pormittod to us to carry on,

. not becausc wo aro bettar then otheors, but for tho sako of tho use. In fact we
can come to realize that there are evil and false things with us that are worse
and more profane than with others, and that if it were not for the Mersty of the
Lord we would all be carried away by such things; and that the moment we cease
to pray for the Lord‘'s Mercy from a2 humble heart wo are so carried away; and if
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8o carried away we immediately become like the Jews of whom it is written:
"They answered Him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man
eeees I know you are Abrasham's seed; but ye seek to kill Me, becauss My Word
hath no place in you... They answercd and said unto Him, Abrsham is our fathor.
Josus saith unto them, If yo woro Abraham's children, yo would do tho works of
Abrahame But yo sook to kill Mo, 2 man thet hath told you the Truth, which I
havo hoard of God; this did not Abrzhome Yo do the doods of your fzthor. Thon
said thoy, Wo arc not born of fornication; we have one Fathor, Gode Jesus
said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love Me: for I proceed forth
and came from God; neither came I of myself, but He sent Mese.. Yo are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, bocause thore is no truth in him."
(John 8:33-44.) :

This is the naturc of all who arc in intorior pride, and from this despise
others in comparison with themselves. Such a pride can only be broken by many
bitter experiences; wherefore with a Church and with the man of the Church who
can be rogensrated the Lord's Msrcy permits evils to break forth one after
ancthor until the Church and thc men of the Church is brought into a state of
humility, and this until a man,no longor trusting in himself, begins to look
to His Father in the Heavense

"Our Father who art in the Heavens, hallowed be Thy Name."™ The Neme of
the Lord is that by which He is known, and as the Lord is known in the Church
by means of ths Word and by means of Doctrine cut of the Word, the Word and the
Gonuine Doctrine of the Church are the Namo of the Lord which is tc be hallowed.

Our end must not be merely to understand the Word and the Doctrine, but
to make and keep holy the Word and the Doctrine; and the Word and the Doctrine
can only be made and kept holy by faithfully living it from day to daye It is
obvious thet a man can only honor the family name by living honorably and justly.
It is equally obvious that the Chursh can only hallow the Name of the Church by
living aecording to the genuine Good and True of the Church, and the inmost of the
Name of the Church is the Name of the Lord, the Name of Our Father who is in
the heavense

In regard to "Our Father who art in the Heavons," we prasontod a contrast.
Now observe the following contrast in regard to the Name of the Lord. First,
"Hallowed be Thy Name." Second, “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy
Name? and in Thy Neme have cast out devils? and in Thy Nzme done many wonderful
works? And then I will declars unto them, I never knew you: depart from Ma,
ye workers of iniquity." (katt. 7:22,3.) ‘

The Name of the Lord, that is, the Word and the Doctrine, has indeed the
power to prophesy, the power to cast out evils, or devils, the power to perform
many wonderful works or miracles. But there is also an imitation of the
understanding of the Word, and Doctrine, which when seen from without appears
like the Word genuinely understood in the light of Doctrine, and which appears
to have similar powers. One who knows the Doctrine and yet is in iniquity
can prophesy, that is, to all appearances bring forth remarkable new things of
doctrine. Such can manifest and apparently cast out evils, and can apparently
perform wonders; and this with such ingenious imitation that it is only by the
Mercy of the Lord that a man can distinguish between the Word and the Doctrine
being hallowed, and the false imitztion thersof.

We read in the MHemorabilia, number 5419, about monks who had an aver -
burning lamp made by megical means, and it was shown thet this lamp burned from
casting the Colestial Doctrine into a crucible, and so into firo, and that they
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also made shining banners by the same means, which greatly impressed the people.
In another number it is described how by simllar means they made an artificisl
sun, but which faded away when Swedenborg looked at ite.

It is said of this that it was "the foulest magic of all, bscause
effected with Divino Truths," and that “Wthe doctrine shonc from the Divine
Truths in it."

Those who are in the Divins True things of Doctrine, if they act from the
love of solf and from thec pride of thoir own intelligonce , perform such magical
miracles, which if possible deceive even the elect. For they appear to hallow
the Neme of the Lord while in reality they profane it.

Lot us ever keep this in mind, and continually pray to the Lord to be
protected from our love of self, from the love of our own intslligsnce, and
the despisal of others in comparison with oursclvesy lest in appearing to
hallow the Name of tho Lord, that is, in appoaring to keep holy the Word and tho
Doctrine of the Church, we in roality profane it.

When we daily pray, "Our Fathoer who art in tho Heavons, hallowed by Thy
Namo,” 1lot us at tho same timo in the grecatest humility pray that those words
may bo with us from tho Lord and into the Lord; for thoy arc froquontly from
solf, in which caso they only incroasc our damnation.

Amcno



